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The 1995 general election campaign officially opened on Jan. 9, three months before the April 9
elections and coinciding with the filing deadline for parties to register their slates of legislative
candidates. With President Alberto Fujimori enjoying a wide lead in the polls, two presidential
candidates have withdrawn and talk continues of forming a united front to stop the president's reelection bid. In addition, a controversy has erupted that questions the credibility of the electoral
commission (Jurado Nacional de Elecciones, JNE), as well as the credibility of the upcoming
elections themselves. Fujimori continues to hold a substantial lead in the latest polls, with 48%
support compared with 18% for his nearest rival, former UN secretary general Javier Perez de
Cuellar. Support for economist Alejandro Toledo, the only other candidate with more than 5% in the
polls, jumped to approximately 12% in November, but has since dropped to less than 10%. Fifteen
presidential candidates were approved by the JNE after registration closed on Oct. 9 (see NotiSur,
11/11/94).
The first candidate to withdraw from the race was Lourdes Flores Naro of the Partido Popular
Cristiano (PPC), who pulled out on Dec. 27, citing her low standing in the polls. She will now head
the PPC slate of congressional candidates. Flores Nano said she could do more to further her
party's platform by providing "a balance of power, stability and investigative work in Congress."
Flores Nano's withdrawal was followed on Jan. 3 by the withdrawal of former Lima mayor Alfonso
Barrantes, candidate for the leftist coalition Izquierda Unida (IU). Barrantes, who belongs to
the "unaffiliated" wing of the IU, cited in- fighting within the coalition, the "sectarianism and
dogmatism" of the member parties, for his decision to opt out of the contest. Much of the internal
bickering centered on the numerical ranking of various candidates on the congressional ticket. "We
have always known the IU was not in a position to win the next elections," said Barrantes. "We
agreed to run to help recover support for the IU, but that will not be possible if the leaders of the
parties within the coalition do not abandon their sectarianism."
The IU, meeting in special session the same day, replaced Barrantes with Agustin Haya de la Torre,
nephew of Victor Raul Haya de la Torre, the legendary Peruvian political figure and founder of
the Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana (APRA). Despite continued discussion in political
circles and among some of the candidates about the possibility of combining forces, second-place
candidate Perez de Cuellar discarded the suggestion. "The idea of a single opposition candidate was
a trial balloon that did not fly," he said. "Now the mood is not right for that possibility." Just as the
official campaign got underway, a major battle erupted over the law governing campaign activities.
The JNE sent a bill to Congress that would have prohibited the use of government transportation
or communications media for political propaganda. It also would have prevented Fujimori from
inaugurating public works during the three-month official campaign. Fujimori objected strenuously
to the bill, saying that the JNE does not understand the needs of the Peruvian people and is trying
to "tie me up in the Government Palace for the duration of the campaign." However, Congress,
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 3

LADB Article Id: 56312
ISSN: 1060-4189

dominated by pro-Fujimori deputies, watered down the bill significantly, objecting that it was
"political rather than technical."
The version that passed only prevents the president from explicitly proselytizing or criticizing
political opponents during public functions. The JNE denounced the new version saying the law
has no teeth and "does not permit effective control or punishment of infractions committed in the
electoral process." The JNE also complained that the modified law does not allow the commission to
rescind the candidacy of someone who violates the electoral laws, and that wealthy candidates can
merely pay the fine and continue the same practices. The JNE said it could not assure the fairness
of the election process, prompting several politicians to call for JNE members to resign. The crisis
surrounding the JNE brought expressions of concern from political observers, who even questioned
whether the elections could be held as scheduled if the crisis is not resolved. "If the JNE cannot
assure that the elections will be an authentic and free expression of the will of the voters, it should
let the people know and in that case its members should resign," said APRA candidate Mercedes
Cabanillas.
Meanwhile, parties and political coalitions rushed to beat the Jan. 9 deadline for filing their slates of
congressional candidates. Peru's Congress is elected under a system of proportional representation.
After the election, the JNE determines how many seats will go to each party or coalition, based
on the percentage of votes they received, and the winners are seated in the order in which they
appeared on the slate. Voting in Peru is obligatory for all citizens over 18 years of age. When
the filing closed, 23 parties had registered a total of 2,760 candidates who are competing for 120
congressional seats, an expansion of the 80 seats now comprising Peru's one- chamber legislature.
Of the 23 slates that registered, 19 represent independent movements rather than traditional
Peruvian political parties.
The lack of party participation in the elections indicates the continuing rejection of the Peruvian
voters for professional politicians, which began in the late 1980s and led to the election of Fujimori.
Among the last to register was Susana Higuchi President Fujimori's estranged wife who heads the
slate of 120 candidates running under an alliance between her Armonia Siglo XXI and a group of
retired military and police officers called the Frente Militar y Policial (FRENPOL). In November,
Higuchi attempted to register as a candidate for president, but the JNE disqualified her, saying she
lacked the necessary 100,000 valid signatures of support. Her candidacy for a seat in the legislature
is also in doubt, since Congress passed a law last year preventing relatives of the president from
running for executive or legislative office. Higuchi contends, however, that the Constitution, which
contains no such prohibition, supersedes any other law. In addition, she has filed for divorce from
the head of state. The JNE has not yet ruled on Higuchi's latest attempt to win public office.
Interest in Higuchi's candidacy, which has captured the attention of the press for months, was
eclipsed by a separate scandal surrounding the inclusion of accused embezzler Carlos Manrique in
a list of congressional aspirants. Although Manrique, charged with embezzling US$500 million in
savings deposited in the now defunct Centro Latinoamericano de Asesoria Empresarial (CLAE), is
presently in jail in Miami awaiting extradition, his name was number 33 on the list of congressional
candidates for the Movimiento Paz y Desarrollo (MPD). Manrique's candidacy brought the
immediate resignation of the MPD's two vice presidential candidates, Luis Palacios Reyes and
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Teresa Gonzalez, leaving presidential candidate Miguel Campos Arredondo alone on the ticket.
Palacios Reyes accused Manrique of having "bought" his place on the MPD slate with a US$50,000
donation to Campos Arredondo. Campos Arredondo did not deny the contribution and defended
Manrique's inclusion. Among other prominent congressional candidates, Martha Chavez Cossio
heads the slate for Cambio 90-Nueva Mayoria. Cambio 90 is the political alliance that brought
Fujimori to power in 1990.
The slate for Perez de Cuellar's Union por el Peru is headed by Daniel Estrada Perez, mayor of
Cusco and former activist in the IU. Quechua-speaking radio reporter Dennis Vargas heads the
ticket for the Coordinadora Democratica-Pais Posible, whose presidential candidate is third-place
contender Alejandro Toledo. "The day of the cholo has arrived," said Vargas, referring to the
majority of Peruvians of Indian descent who have been largely marginalized from political and
economic life in the Andean country, despite their numbers. On Jan. 2, Organization of American
States (OAS) Secretary General Cesar Gaviria announced that the international body was sending
an observer team to Peru to supervise the April elections. Gaviria said the OAS was participating at
the request of the Peruvian government and said its presence would strengthen public confidence in
the electoral process and guarantee a clean contest. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 01/04/95; Spanish
news service EFE, 01/02/95, 01/03/95, 01/09/95; United Press International, 12/27/94, 01/10/95; Reuter,
12/27/94, 01/07/95, 01/10/95; Agence France-Presse, 12/27/94, 12/28/94, 01/03/95, 01/06/95, 01/08/95,
01/09/95, 01/10/95, 01/11/95)
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